Helpful Hints
e Speak slowly and clearly
e Use concrete terms (“What's your address?” VS
“Where do you live?")
e Keep your voice tone calm - the louder you get
the more agitated they may become
e Ask simple questions with few words
e Written prompt maybe helpful, many can read
e They take things literally -"He clammed up.”
(autistic person may picture clams and‘miss
the meaning)
e Repeat simple questions - Allow time for a
response (10-15 seconds) before asking
another question
e Proceed slowly and give praise
e (3ive a warning before touching them
e Do not try to stop self-stimulation behaviors
Keep in mind:
These are merely suggestions. Each autistic person is
unique and may act differently.
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